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“The Agronomist: the advisor in rural and
forestry development” a UK perspective

Patrick Stephenson Chair of the AICC
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Independent advice on over 1.2 million hectares




o _— = 5 - - = > - . )
— o~ - \ d - v & .&_« & x -
R Y - _ % N i
7 — Sa6 U \§ Y :
v o T < \ < ’
o -0 ot = _} o] ) | = ot . % -1

Introduction

* Independent Advice in the UK
« AICC

« What does an Agronomist do?
* Trials

« Wider remit
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The Hlstory of Independent Arable 25 R
Advice in the UK

¢ Paid independent arable advice in the UK
started in the Late 1970s with the demise of
state funding for the government arable advisory
service

¢ AICC formed in 1981 as a professional body and
drove recognition of independents

# The number of independent crop advisors rose
dramatically in the 1980s and growth has
continued over the last 33 years.
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Advice on Arable Crops in England 25 e

Other 92% of
Independents are
AICC Members

Independent
Advice

Totalling 210 full members
covering 1.15 Million Ha in

Trade England

Advice
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Average Age of Members
as at 1 September 2014

47.8
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Crop Consultants

Fully engaged members advise on average 5,000 hectarea each
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V. Members specialise in all areas of crop consultancy advising on
“ crops including soil & nutrition advice, environmental factors and
legislation advice.

4 Expert Witness Work, Financial planning, Grant advice,
precision farming, waste management and renewable energy



What does an Independent
agronomist do?

Time

B Crop walking/IPM

® Recommendations
Nutrient management

10 Environmental/Soils

Training

10 Machinery

Planning/Rotation

Basic Payment Scheme

Misc

15
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Crop walking/IPM

 Assessing fields for weeds, disease,
and pests. Up to 30 km/day In
spring

« Economic and environmental

assessment of potential
recommendation.

 Traps and baits set.

Largest Provider of Independent Advice 0 UK Arable Farmners \
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Nutrient management 0~

« Manure management plan
 Nutrient management plan

 Nitrate Vulnerable Zone Compliance
 Phosphate balance?

« FACTS accredited advisor

Largest Provider of Independent Advice to UK Arable Farmers
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Recommendations B o

 Legally compliant
e Individual fields and recommendations

 EXxplain to the spray operator potential
Issues e.g. buffer strips, or tank mixing
order

 Quantities of product required stock
management

Largest Provider of Independent Advice to UK Arable Farmers



Environmental/Soils 0

« Assessment of risk to soils from farming
practices.
 Designing methods of minimising risk.

e Use of Bio-diverse areas of the farm to meet
greening requirements and benefit bio-
diversity



Training

« Member of the BASIS professional register

« Minimum of 8 days equivalent accredited
training a year

« AICC average 25 days a year of all forms of
training and updating.
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AICC TRIALS

National series of independent field trials - principally involved in testing
and comparing the performance of current and near market
agrochemicals.

All work protocols analysis and presentation is carried out in house.

In 2014 established 50+ field trials throughout England and Scotland.
Focus on testing and comparing the products that our members have

requested in order to help them make cost effective recommendations for
their farmer clients.



Delivery ofNGO and

Government Policy
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CAICHMENT SENSITIVE FARMING Promoting responsible pesticide use

CAMPAIGN Q

FOR THE FARMED
ENVIRONMENT g
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.ribbletrust.org.uk/projects/natural-england-collaborative-project/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=eNNYVJrWG4zksASY7YHQCg&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&sig2=C5RnIZg7OppXX8rSmrccGg&usg=AFQjCNGKJCz4JrbOPg9KXY1ZD62yU976rQ
http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/home/about-us/thevi/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=yNNYVIz6ELLbsASh_YDgBg&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&sig2=VqmjJ-04mxFKz6aehtmI0Q&usg=AFQjCNEQsfxugW-DUSxm2HWa80nIWF8eug
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://adlib.everysite.co.uk/adlib/defra/content.aspx?id=1QQUSGMWSS.0LFFILUWYVS3JB&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=a9RYVJjcI-TbsATx8oCwCA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&sig2=5DKu4PPS5XAsnXaaQwWKPA&usg=AFQjCNGR0KxZR7mvzDpUmIdY46M55hQ6Ow
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.reaseheath.ac.uk/businesses/rada/campaign-for-the-farmed-environment/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=19RYVNWLD4u_sQTZuoG4BA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&sig2=hTubF-qBOXx61frls_aA-A&usg=AFQjCNFMiJ0yzC-Kv-4bUDRjFmaA0b3qaw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/20/11/2013/142072/rpa-announces-single-farm-payment-values.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=GNVYVPDBHPD8sAS-mYDIAQ&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&sig2=YFjUTvH5SaEEUjlnuM29zg&usg=AFQjCNGDRAZfKH9ax0mCImLCF95DPXcbdw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.oxonianreview.org/wp/food-glorious-food/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=aNVYVNSOCqXLsATlhoHgBA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&sig2=rU80EKsRsoI8LzfVUhQW1g&usg=AFQjCNGLWFZ60Bt04RmC2JTrxIf0e-GOHw

A UK Agronomist will deliver

« Agronomic advice
 Ecological advice
 Legislative advice

» Technological enhancement
* Friemndship



Thank You
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