
 
DIRECTIVE 2013/55/EU OF THE EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL  
  

Of  20 November 2013 

 

Amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition 
of professional qualifications and Regulation (EU) 
No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation 
through the Internal Market Information System 
(‘the IMI Regulation’) 

 



 
  
WHEREAS 4 

  
 

  

 
 

 Purposes 
   

 Strengthening the Internal Market 
 

 Promoting  the free movement  of professionals  while 
ensuring a more efficient and transparent recognition of 
professional qualifications 

 
 
 

 A  European Professional Card (EPC) would be of added value 
 

 



 

The purpose of the EPC 

 

 To simplify the recognition process 
 

 To introduce cost and operational efficiencies 

 



  

 
GRANTING PARTIAL ACCESS 

 
 

Directive applies only to professionals who want to pursue 
the same profession in another Member State 
 
 

 In some cases the activities concerned are part of a 
profession with a larger scope of activities than in the home 
Member State  

 
 

 In some cases in which the differences between the fields of 
activity are so large that a full programme of education and 
training would be required from the professional to 
compensate for shortcomings 



 In these cases, if the professional so requests, a host 
Member State should, under these particular circumstances, 
grant partial access 

 
 

However, where there are overriding reasons of general 
interest(1), a Member State should be able to refuse partial 
access 

 
 

 
 

 

(1) As defined by the Court of Justice of the EU in its case-law 
relating to articles 49 and 56 of the Treaty of Functioning of 
the European Union 



The Commission shall by means of implementing acts, 
adopt measures: 
 
 

 Necessary to ensure the uniform application of the 
provisions on the EPC 
 

 Concerning the format of the EPC 
 

 Concerning the translations to be provided by the 
applicant 
 

 Concerning details of the documents required pursuant 
to art (7)(2) 
 

 Concerning the processing of written applications 



 The Commission shall also specify, by means of 
implementing acts, how, when, and for which 
documents competent authorities may request 
certified copies in accordance with (Article 4) for the 
profession concerned 



Any fees which applicant may incur in relation to 
administrative procedures to issue an EPC shall be 
reasonable, proportionate and commensurate with 
the costs incurred by the home and the host 
Member States and shall not act as a disincentive to 
apply for an EPC 



When an EPC has been introduced for a particular 
profession, the holder of a professional qualification 
concerned may choose to apply for such a card or to 
make use of the procedures provided for in Titles II and III 



APPLICATION FOR AN EPC AND CREATION OF AN IMI FILE 

 
 
 

 The home Member State shall enable a holder of a 
professional qualification to apply for an EPC through an 
on-line tool, provided by the commission, that 
automatically creates an IMI file for the particular 
applicant 

 
 

 Where a home Member State allows also for written 
applications, it shall put in place all necessary 
arrangements for the creation of the IMI file 



 Within one week of receipt of the application, the 
competent authority of the home Member State shall 
acknowledge receipt of the application and inform the 
applicant of any missing document 

 

 

 Where applicable, the competent authority of the 
home Member State shall issue any supporting 
certificate required under this directive 



THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY OF THE HOME MEMBER STATE 
SHALL 
 
 

 Verify whether the applicant is legally established in the home 
Member State and whether all the necessary documents 
which have been issued in the home Member State are valid 
and authentic 

 

 In the event of duly justified doubts, shall consult the relevant 
body and may request from the applicant certified copies of 
documents 

 

 In case of subsequent applications by the same applicant, the 
competent authorities of the home and the host Member 
State may not request the re-submission of documents which 
are already contained in the IMI file and which are still valid 



   
 The introduction of an EPC, should 

 
 Take into account the views of the profession 

concerned 
 

 Be preceded by an assessment of its suitability for 
the profession concerned and its impact on 
Member States 



INTRODUCTION OF A EUROPEAN PROFESSIONAL CARD 
 

 
 

Shall be subject to all of the following conditions: 
 
 

There is significant mobility or potential for significant 
mobility in the profession concerned 
 

There is sufficient interest expressed by the relevant 
stakeholders 
 

The profession or the education and training geared to the 
pursuit of the profession is regulated in a significant number 
of Member States 


